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A Letter From the PresidentA Letter From the President
Dear Fellow Devotees, 
 
Namaste. Wish you all a very Happy Holidays and a very Happy New Year. Like the previous years 
the year 2024 was remarkable in that apart from the celebration of the 47th Anniversary of the Temple, 
Ganesh Chaturthi festival with the popular Ratha Yãtra was participated by thousands of          
devotees, well wishers and elected officials. Installation of two new beautiful sculptures depicting 
the celestial wedding scenes of Šri Šiva/Šri Pãrvati and Šri Venkatešwara/Šri Mahã Lakshmi on 
either side walls at the entrance of the Temple on Holly Avenue has added to the beauty and the          
sanctity of our Temple right from the entrance.  
 
Several cultural programs such as Grand Music Concert for the 47th Anniversary of the Temple and 
presentation of Music and Dance for Šri Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations and others were conducted in 
the last six months. The 10th International Yoga Day was conducted on June 2nd, annual Health Fair 
on June 30th and Akshayam (Young Professional Group) successfully conducted their annual            
conference ‘Anubhava’ on July 21st and the topic of discussion was “Application of Traditional 
Teachings in Modern Life”.  
 
Youth group remains active and had several activities in the last six months. The Pãtašãla           
continues to grow and classes have resumed in person at the Temple. We encourage parents to enroll 
their children in the Pãtašãla which focuses on education and fine arts. Senior Center activities are               
currently suspended for the winter and will resume in the Spring 2025. Yoga classes continue to be                      
conducted weekly in person. Veda & Divya Prabhanda classes also continue for adults via zoom and 
devotees are encouraged to enroll and participate. Dance and Music classes have now resumed in 
person and interested devotees are requested to contact the Temple directly for further information. 
Monthly Learning Series continues and devotees can visit the Temple website for details and sched­
ules.   
 
Among the several community activities in which the Temple participated, most important is the 
annual American Cancer Society Breast Cancer walk in October “Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer” to fund Breast Cancer research. Temple raised about $7,500 towards this noble cause. As          
in the previous years the Temple continues to play a significant role promoting Interfaith           
and participated in several interfaith gatherings including: FDNY Interfaith breakfast in July and 
Mayor’s Office of Faith & Community Partnerships Monthly NYC Clergy Meeting and many          
others.    
 
I am very thankful to the Temple staff, volunteers and security for their sincere services and I thank 
you all sincerely for your support through your valuable and generous contributions in the past and 
I once again appeal to you to continue to extend your patronage.  
 
May the blessings of Šri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati be always with you and your families. 

Sarve Jana Sukhino Bhavanthu 
                      

Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Uma Mysorekar 

President 

BigNewsLetter -Dec2024-INSIDE.qxp_newsletter_12'24.qxd  11/27/24  11:13  Page 3



4

EDUCATIONALEDUCATIONAL   ACTIVITIES OF GANEŠA PATAŠÃLAACTIVITIES OF GANEŠA PATAŠÃLA

  

Please register and pay for any or all classes at: nyganeshtemple.org/patasalaPlease register and pay for any or all classes at: nyganeshtemple.org/patasala  
  

REQUESTED DONATION REQUESTED DONATION qq  $160.00 per year   $160.00 per year  qq  $135.00 per sibling        $135.00 per sibling         
  

(ACADEMIC YEAR : SEPTEMBER - JUNE) (ACADEMIC YEAR : SEPTEMBER - JUNE)   
**GRADE AS OF (CURRENT ACADEMIC YEAR) **GRADE AS OF (CURRENT ACADEMIC YEAR)   

  
For Further Information Please Contact the Temple at (718) 460-8484 ext. 112  

or email: patasala@nyganeshtemple.org Ÿ https://nyganeshtemple.org/patasala  

Every SATURDAY (IN-PERSON ONLY)   

8:00 AM to 8:45 AM MATH TUTORING (Grades K - 8)

 8:30 AM to 9:25 AM SANSKRIT for Children (All Levels) 

9:30 AM to 9:55 AM BHAJANS (All Grades) 

10:00 AM to 10:25 AM SLOKA CHANTING (All Grades)

10:30 AM to 11:25 AM RELIGION (All Grades)

11:30 AM to 12:25 PM Languages: HINDI

11:30 AM to 12:25 PM Languages: TAMIL

11:30 AM to 12:25 PM Languages: TELUGU

11:30 AM to 12:25 PM Languages: KANNADA

1:00 PM to 1:55 PM SCIENCE (Grades 3 - 8)

COMPUTER SCIENCE (Grades 4 - 12) -  For inquiriesFor inquiries  visit - https://nyganeshtemple.org/pcigvisit - https://nyganeshtemple.org/pcig
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DIVYA KALYÃNA DARŠANAMDIVYA KALYÃNA DARŠANAM  
(Appearance in celestial wedding ceremony & blessing form)(Appearance in celestial wedding ceremony & blessing form)  

by: Šivašri M.R. Ravi Vaidyanaat Šivãchãriar 
 

 
 
 

rochano rochamāna: šobhanō šobhamāna: kalyāna: || 
šatamānam bhavati šatāyu: purusha: šatendriya āyushyevendriye pratitishthati ||  

Meaning: May you be blessed with enlightened, shining, charming and nobleness. May it happen that you  
have a life of beyond hundred years in this life time, with all fully functioning sense of organs, to pursue  

and establish hundreds of noble qualities. Let it be so. 
 
It is well known that Divine blessings and grace are important, to enable 
one to lead a peaceful life. Worship of God gives us mental satisfaction, 
as our mind is linked with emotions which are expressed through bhakti              
(devotion).  
 
A temple acquires significance and sanctity, among other things, by the          
consecrated deities enshrined in them. The temple, as a structure is an 
abode for the deities and as an institution facilitates devotees to worship 
the Gods, to offer prayer and be conferred with all the desired results and 
receive the blessings. 
 
Two new celestial kalyãna daršanam portraying Šri Pãrvati Paramešwara 
Kalyãnam and Šri Mahã Lakshmi Mahã Vishnu Kalyãnam were installed 
on August 16, 2024 and consecrated on August 21, 2024 on either side of 
the eastern dwãra gopuram entrance at the Holly Avenue gate. Both 
these sculptures, depict the kalyãna daršanam (the scene of celestial 
wedding ceremony and blessing form) headed by brahma, encircled and 

witnessed by seven rishis namely, Gautama, Bharatwãja, Višvãmitra, Jamadagni, Vašishtha, Kãšyapa,         
and Atri. 
 
A marriage (kalyãnam) is the union of not only the bride and groom but 
also their families and friends. As per the vedic scriptures, by this union, 
the couple prepares to fulfill their physical, mental, emotional, spiritual 
and social goals of righteousness, acquisition of wealth, fulfillment of 
desires and moksha (liberation) beyond. These ceremonies, rites and               
rituals are symbolic of great underlying truths. The celestial marriage            
ceremony and blessing form symbolizes the enactment of the divine              
marriage of Šiva & Vishnu as the unmanifested absolute and Pãrvati & 
Lakshmi as the manifested tangible form, representing the grooms and 
brides respectively. The surrounding seven rishis (sages) symbolize         
blessing in priestly form, 16 traditional riches such as knowledge, 
strength, victory, good progeny, gold/wealth, paddy/food, good fortune, 
enjoyment, wisdom, fame, longevity, beauty, patience, youthfulness, 
decisiveness and health. 
 
These giant celestial kalyãna daršanam portraits carved on granite 
stones, were well designed, sculpted by the expert hands of ‘Padmasri’ ‘Silpa Kalamani’ Šri Muthiah Stapathi 
from Chennai, India. On behalf of the management and all the devotees of this temple, we place on record 
our best wishes and gratitude for his tremendous divine art work.

Šri Pãrvati Paramešwara Kalyãnam

Šri Mahã Lakshmi Mahã Vishnu Kalyãnam

BigNewsLetter -Dec2024-INSIDE.qxp_newsletter_12'24.qxd  11/27/24  11:13  Page 5



6

ED U C AT I O N A L AC T I V I T I E S
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DA N C E & MU S I C  AC T I V I T I E S
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FE S T I VA L S

 
 

47th Anniversary of the Temple 
Thursday, July 4th, 2024

 
 

Šri Venkatešwara Mahotsavam 
Friday, June 14th - Sunday, June 23rd, 2024

 
 

Šri Sudaršana Mahã Yajnam 
Friday, July 26th - Sunday, July 28th, 2024

Vara Mahã Lakshmi Vratam 
Friday, August 16th, 2024
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FE S T I VA L S

Šri Ganeša Chaturthi Nava Dina Brahmotsavam 
Friday, August 30th - Sunday, September 8th, 2024

Šri Devi Navarãtri Mahotsavam 
Thursday, October 3rd - Saturday, October 12th, 2024

 
 

Deepãvali Celebrations 
Tuesday, October 29th - Thursday, October 31st, 2024
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FESTIVALS, CULTURAL & OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

 

Bharatanatyam Dance -  
Šri Venkatešwara Mahotsavam Celebrations 

Saturday, June 15th, 2024

 

Annual Health Fair 
Sunday, June 30th, 2024

 

10th International Yoga Day 
Sunday, June 2nd, 2024

 

Bhasha Day (Pãtašãla Language Showcase) 
Saturday, June 22nd, 2024

Skanda Shashti Mahotsavam 
Saturday, November 2nd - Friday, November 8th, 2024

BigNewsLetter -Dec2024-INSIDE.qxp_newsletter_12'24.qxd  11/27/24  11:13  Page 10



11

CULTURAL & OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

 

Grand Music Concert - (47th Temple Anniversary) 
Sunday, July 14th, 2024

 
 

Anubhava 2024 (Akshayam) - Annual Conference  
Sunday, July 21st, 2024

 

Music & Dance Program -  
Šri Ganeša Chaturthi Celebrations 
Saturday, September 14th, 2024

 
 

Learning Series - Session #67: “Tamasoma Jyotirgamaya”  
by: Šri Swami Ramana Swaroopananda 

Sunday, August 11th, 2024

 

Senior Program - Anniversary Celebrations 
Saturday, September 28th, 2024

 
 

Deepãvali Cultural Celebrations 
Saturday, November 16th, 2024
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SUPPORT THE TEMPLE 

Please join us in celebrating the religious and cultural activities  
of the Temple with your family and receive the blessings of  

Šri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati.

THE HINDU TEMPLE SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA, NY 
Šri Mahã Vallabha Ganapati Devasthãnam 

45­57 Bowne Street, Flushing, NY 11355 
Tel: (718) 460­8484 ext.112 ● Fax: (718) 461­8055 

email: hts@nyganeshtemple.org ● https://nyganeshtemple.org 
 

Temple Timings are as follows: 
Monday thru Friday: 8:00 AM ­ 8:30 PM 

Saturdays & Sundays: 7:30 AM ­ 8:30 PM 
 

For directions to the Temple please see: nyganeshtemple.org/directions 
 
 

    PLEASE DO NOT VISIT THE TEMPLE, CANTEEN OR COMMUNITY CENTER -    
 if you have recently been exposed to someone with COVID19, have a fever, cold or flu like symptoms. 

 
Please call the Temple at: (718) 460 8484 ext. 112 or  

visit the Temple website: https://nyganeshtemple.org for booking services, 
religious schedules and live streaming info. 

 

Weekly live­streaming schedules see ­ nyganeshtemple.org/tv 

Devotees may watch LIVE: Facebook.com/nyganeshtemple or YouTube.com/nyganeshtemple 
 

Please support the Temple by donating online generously  
at - nyganeshtemple.org/donations-annadanam 

 
Temple Canteen / Catering Services see ­ canteen.nyganeshtemple.org 

 
Patasala Online Classes see ­ nyganeshtemple.org/patasala 

Yoga Classes In­person  see ­ nyganeshtemple.org/yoga 
Veda & Divya Prabhanda Classes Online - nyganeshtemple.org/divya-prabhanda-veda-classes 

Akshayam (HTS Young Professionals Team) info see ­ nyganeshtemple.org/akshayam 
Senior Center Activities In-person & Online see - nyganeshtemple.org/seniors
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